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Staff Present	 		                              
Janet Hardman – Zoning and Planning Admin.							 
Sharmaine Harman – Zoning and Planning Admin Assistant
Issac Wakefield – Salzmann Hughes, P.C.
		
Mr. Harmon stated we are going to talk about the funding of the stormwater program in West Hanover Township. We’ll review what stormwater is and why it’s  a problem, what the MS4 regulation are, funding the stormwater management program and developing a funding plan.
	Mr. Harmon state that there is an increase population to 9,343 residents and 23.2 square miles.
*What is stormwater? Stormwater comes from precipitation  from rain, snow melt and other surface runoff and drainage. Where does the stormwater go from West Hanover Township? It travels  over land, carried through Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (this is  where we get MS4 name), the water then discharges into local streams and ends up in the Chesapeake Bay. Why is stormwater a problem? The many stormwater pollutants such as: sediment, nutrients, oil, grease, toxic chemicals and chlorides just to name a few. The impact of the stormwater management will include administration and legal fees, engineering and planning, operations, regulations/enforcement, capital improvements and stormwater quality.
Mr. Harmon stated that the stormwater fee will be based on each resident  impervious coverage. Impervious coverage is anything on your property that is covering the ground surface. Examples: your home, swimming pool, patios, decks, driveway, outer buildings and sidewalks just to name a few. 

The following are questions that were asked  residents of West Hanover Township:

Mr. Brady asked about the apartment complex’s will each resident be taxed?
Mr. Harmon responded that it would depend how the property is deeded. If deeded  as one property, then the deed owner will be billed. If they are condos or townhouses on separate deeds, then the deed owners for each townhouse or condo will be billed.
Mrs. Brady stated that the new developments are causing the issues in West Hanover Township. Are they paying any kind of fee? They are taking away the wetlands do they pay an impact fee with they build?
Ms. Hardman stated that the new homes being built today must go through stormwater regulations from DEP and the Township  new homes will have all the updated stormwater regulations to follow.
Mr. Cosgrove asked about the class of credits. Will trees be considered a credit?
Hr. Harmon replied yes that trees have a canopy cover.
Ms. Patterson stated she is in Townes Of Hershey and we have a lot of water problems behind our homes will the township fix these problems?
Mr. Harmon replied most likely not that would most likely be considered private property. 
Mrs. Fehr asked about the water coming from Linglestown Road that flows into her creek and then into her pond.
Mr. Wakefield asked if this is a state road?
Ms. Hardman answered yes, it is. 
Mr. Harmon said in this case since its state road we would probably have to go through the state and see what they say.
Mr. Kreiser stated the pollution is coming from farmers fields with the fertilizer and other items they use in those fields. 
Mr. Poff stated that he understands what you are saying. The Township is following the guidelines that state has set for them. The Township must come up with the  revenue to do these projects. They have 2 options 1. raise taxes 2. implement a fee. The Township feels the fee is more equitable solution.
Mrs. Okin asked if the township has a MS4 permit?
Ms. Hardman replied yes, we do have one.
Mr. Enck asked about what the credits will be and what proof do they need?
Mr. Harmon replied we have not completed the list of credits.
Sharon Okin stated that there is no stormwater control in Westford Crossing. This was one of the first developments built. But we are supposedly a HOA. Is the Township going to partner with any other townships?
Mr. Shradley asked the credits you have talked about how long will the process take? This will give the residents a chance to see what they need to do to get credits before this goes into effect.
Mr. Harmon state that Light-Heigle have turned this over to the Township, Township solicitor and Township engineer. We have not heard any comments from them at this time.

Ms. Hardman stated that the next public meeting we will be able to answer more of your questions on fees and credits.
Mr. Fowler asked Ms. Hardman if there is money in the budget for enforcement. There should be increased enforcement watching more closely.
Mr. Coupal asked if there would be a consideration on the commercial side of the fees. There is some commercial building that don’t have stormwater features.
Mr. Harmon said if you have all your stormwater features in place and things are up and running the way it should then you could get some credits to bring your bill down.
Mrs. Zimmerman stated she has a comment . I don’t think residents in West Hanover have any idea that they are paying for this MS4 fee now. All the time we are taking up from our zoning officer and her assistant, all the work they have been doing putting this all together and it hasn’t even started yet. I just to thank you all for the hard you have done. Right, now this is a Federal Mandate we have no choice we must do it.
Ms. Hardman stated there will be another public meeting . We will advertise in Paxton Herald and our website. Thank you all for coming.



	
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                




