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2018 EAC Accomplishments   

 

EAC Web Page  
The EAC web page is updated by EAC members and continues to provide residents with information on 

local EAC projects, recycling brochure updates, as well as a forum for environmental information.  

 

Recycling Brochure 
 

The West Hanover Township Recycling Brochure serves as the only recycling information available to 

township residents. This brochure, developed and updated yearly by the EAC, includes information on 

curbside recycling, pay-per-bag trash option, curbside leaf waste collection, oil and antifreeze recycling, 

e-cycling, Household Hazardous Waste collection program, and information regarding the Dauphin 

County Recycling Center. Brochures are available at local events, the township office, Compost Center 

and on the township website. The EAC will continue to make community recycling a priority project by 

working with township boards, committees and residents and businesses to meet recycling goals.  

NOTE: In 2018, residents recycled 815 tons. (2019 Recycling Brochure at the end of this report.) 

 

Newsletter Articles 
 

EAC members contributed to 2018 township newsletters with relevant articles on recycling, sustainable 

landscaping and the West Hanover Township Big Tree Registry. The EAC also uses the newsletter to 

promote its workshops and seminars. 

 

The Rain Garden at Fairville Park  
  

Constructed in 2006, the rain garden continued to function 

beautifully - providing needed bio-retention, a diversity of 

native plants and habitats for beneficial pollinators, as well 

as a way-station for Monarch butterflies. EAC members 

maintained the garden monthly throughout the growing   

season.  

Fall maintenance included a final weeding; but allowing the 

spent flower stalks to remain to provide food and cover for 

over-wintering insects, birds and critters. For the third year 

the bluebird box at the garden hosted a family of bluebirds. 

 

 

MS4 Report 
 

The EAC submits a report each year, for the previous year, on their MS4 activities. The report for 2018, 

submitted to the Zoning Office in March, will include the Rain Garden at Fairville Park, the Butterfly 

Garden at the WHT Admin Building, the riparian buffer maintenance by Scout Troop 27 at the WHT 

Community Center and the Stormwater Park signs installed at Skyline Commons and Fairville parks. 

 

 

 

 



Subdivision and Land Development Plans  
 

Seven SD/LD plans were reviewed  by the EAC for environmental impact. Comments were sent to  

Planning Commission, township staff, engineer and developers. The EAC’s review of subdivisions and 

land development plans provides a perspective on natural resource protection and enhancement in     

relation to the township’s land use decisions. EAC members routinely visit proposed development sites. 

EAC reviews and comments not only require knowledge of local regulations; but also of the Municipal-

ity Planning Code (MPC) and various state and federal regulations. 

 

West Hanover Township Big Tree Registry  
              
Initiated in 2009 by EAC member Carol Buskirk, the registry inventories outstanding trees in the town-

ship and establishes criteria for protecting and preserving specimen trees. The registry consists of data 

and photographs of the trees. The Big Tree Registry will be an on-going program for residents to register 

trees using criteria similar to PA Forestry Association’s PA Big Trees Program. To date about a dozen 

large trees have been inventoried. The WHT Big Tree Registry form appears on the township's website. 

 

Environmental Impact Checklist 
 

To streamline the review of subdivision and land development plans, the EAC created an Environmental 

Impact Checklist using the township's current SALDO and Zoning environmentally related ordinances. 

As ordinances are enacted or updated, the EAC revises the checklist.  

 

Professional Memberships  
EAC maintained its membership in the Manada Conservancy.  

 

The Roland Bergner Eastern Bluebird Trail at                     

Skyline  Commons Park  
          
In 2018 the trail was in its eighth year of bird breeding activity. 

The trail, dedicated to township resident Roland Bergner who 

worked with the EAC to create the trial in 2010, continues to be a 

favorite walking and bird watching place for residents.  

With approval of the Park and Rec Board, a new nesting box and 

post was located at the trailhead to encourage more nesting by 

bluebirds. EAC member Marcel Smullen and son, Jay, monitored 

nesting and fledgling activity and provided a report to Bluebird 

Society of PA. Also in 2018, a new bluebird trail was established 

at Lenker Park as a Scout Troop 27 project.  

 

Parks & Recreation Community Festival  
EAC participated in the August Community Festival at the     

WHT Community Center/Houck Manor Park with stormwater  

information, posters and recycling brochures. EAC members were                                                           

on hand to respond to environmental concerns and answer recycling questions. 

 

2018 EAC Members 

John Miele, Chairman; Marcel Smullen, Vice Chairman; Evelyn Burton, Secretary;                            

Bob Nicolodi, Treasurer; Jay Megonnell, Paul DeVincenzo and Jeff Bridi. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Night Out - August 7, 2018 

 
Members of the EAC participated in the organization, planning and conduct of the                              

National Night Out at the West Hanover Township Community Center on August 7, 2018. 

The NNO was sponsored by West and South Hanover townships and is an opportunity for local       

communities to demonstrate their support for area police agencies and thank them for their                 

dedicated service throughout the year. 

 

The event was well received despite torrential downpours that evening, forcing some of the outside 

events to be postponed or moved inside. The evening’s attendance increased dramatically as the rain   

decreased, resulting in a very successful celebration. The EAC plans to continue their involvement        

with the upcoming 2019 event, if called upon to again participate. 

 

 

 

 

WHT Stream Surveys 

 
Under the guidance of Vice Chairman Marcel Smullen, stream monitoring surveys were conducted at 

seven locations in the Township. Survey sites were located on tributaries to both Beaver and Manada 

creeks during the spring and summer of 2018. The surveys were conducted by Jason Thomas, a member 

of B. S. Troop 27, utilizing FISH Protocol survey to evaluate stream health. This method considers    

turbidity, substrate, riparian buffers and aquatic, avian and mammal species present at the site, as well as 

other relevant factors. 

 

Fish (minnows) and macro-invertebrates were observed in all locations, as well as songbirds in stream-

side buffers. The lone exception being Beaver Creek at Pheasant Road where a raptor was present. A 

number of locations contained amphibians (frogs and salamanders), a turtle, wildlife trails and a few 

showed some signs of human disturbance, such litter/old tires. One of the least species-rich and diverse 

locations is the tributary to Beaver Creek at the WHT Community Center. Our hope is that the riparian 

buffer recently planted (2017) by Scout Troop 27 will serve to enhance the existing buffer and improve 

the numbers and diversity of species present at this site. 

 

 



 

2018 MS4 Report 
 

The Rain Garden at Fairville Park was         

designed and constructed in 2006 by the EAC 

with assistance from the township Parks and 

Rec Board, Public Works Department, and 

many community volunteers.  

The Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay provided 

technical assistance and funded through a DEP 

Growing Greener grant. EAC received a 2006 

Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful Community 

Greening Award for the garden. 

Since then the rain garden has continued to 

function on many levels, collecting and filter-

ing stormwater runoff from the parking lot, 

while providing habitat for birds, butterflies 

and other beneficial pollinators. It is a regis-

tered Monarch way station and provides park visitors with an attractive oasis. The beauty and function 

of the rain garden have been reported on by local media. Students at area schools have built rain gardens 

based upon the Fairville Park Rain Garden design. The West Hanover Township EAC maintains the rain 

garden. 

 

 

Municipal Building Butterfly Garden 
 

The West Hanover Township Municipal 

Building parking lot contains a little less  

asphalt and a few more plants. Reducing the 

impervious surface in the southeast corner of 

the parking lot yielded a new area for native 

plants. This planting area helps to slow 

stormwater runoff from the parking lot. 

Native plants are well adapted to local      

environmental conditions, maintain and    

improve soil fertility, reduce erosion, and 

require less fertilizer and pesticides than 

many exotic plants. These characteristics 

save time and money and reduce the amount 

of run-off threatening the resources of the 

nearby wetland. The use of native plants   

creates distinctive natural landscapes with 

unique regional character. Native plants also attract a greater variety of butterflies, hummingbirds and 

songbirds. 

 

Stormwater Park Signs 

 

Signs have been placed in Skyline and Fairville parks to explain the function of the large forested      

wetlands contained in these parks and the role they play in controlling and filtering stormwater runoff 

from paved areas, slopes and housing developments. 



 

 

 

 

 

EAC Sponsored Workshops 

 
 

 

 

Landscape for Life – January 20, 2018 
Introductory Program to Creating Sustainable Landscapes 

Presented by the Penn State Extension Master Gardeners 

 

How They Compare 

 

Why are plants important? 
Beyond simply enriching our lives with beauty and wonder, plants provide key environmental 

benefits, such as providing clean air and water, regulating temperature, controlling erosion and 

providing habitat for wildlife, and are essential to the functioning of both healthy home gardens 

and surrounding landscapes. Plants also provide a variety of economic and social benefits, like 

reducing energy costs for the cooling or heating of homes or buildings, or creating restful set-

tings that provide an environment for mental restoration. Selecting and installing plants that are 

adapted to the site conditions, climate and design intent require fewer resources and less main-

tenance to thrive. Understanding plant selection, site conditions and maintenance practices, gar-

deners can help conserve water, reduce mowing costs, provide habitat, reduce soil erosion, 

minimize the use of fertilizers and pesticides, and ultimately save money typically allocated for 

landscape maintenance.  

 

 

 
 

Unsustainable Landscape Sustainable Landscape What Can I Do? 

Includes invasive plants that threaten 

natural ecosystems 

Vegetation is carefully selected to avoid 

the use of invasive species. Existing inva-

sive species are removed from the garden. 

Learn about your ecoregion Avoid inva-

sive species 

Requires potable water, fertilizers and 

pesticides to maintain plant health 

Includes plants that are adapted to the cli-

mate and conditions of the site 

Use native and adapted plants Select the 

right plants Use Integrated Pest Manage-

Often has low diversity and minimal 

habitat for wildlife 

Includes plants that are both beautiful and 

serve as food or refuge for wildlife 

Gardening for wildlife 

Not designed to improve home energy 

efficiency 

Uses vegetation to reduce the heating and 

cooling requirements of the home and 

surrounding buildings 

Use vegetation to increase energy effi-

ciency 

http://landscapeforlife.org/new/plant-landing-page/learn-about-your-ecoregion/
http://landscapeforlife.org/new/plant-landing-page/avoid-invasive-species/
http://landscapeforlife.org/new/plant-landing-page/avoid-invasive-species/
http://landscapeforlife.org/new/plant-landing-page/use-native-and-adapted-plants/
http://landscapeforlife.org/new/plant-landing-page/select-the-right-plants/
http://landscapeforlife.org/new/plant-landing-page/select-the-right-plants/
http://landscapeforlife.org/new/plant-landing-page/integrated-pest-management/
http://landscapeforlife.org/new/plant-landing-page/gardening-for-wildlife/
http://landscapeforlife.org/new/plant-landing-page/use-vegetation-to-increase-energy-efficiency/
http://landscapeforlife.org/new/plant-landing-page/use-vegetation-to-increase-energy-efficiency/


 

 

    EAC Sponsored Workshops (Continued) 
      

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

2018 Roland Bergner Eastern Bluebird Trail  

at Skyline Commons Park and  

Lenker Park Bluebird Trail Reports  

by Jay Smullen 

 



 



 


