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WEST HANOVER TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

7171 ALLENTOWN BOULEVARD, HARRISBURG, PA  17112 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2013 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER – 6:00 p.m. 

 

Chairman Klein called the workshop to order at 6:00 pm  

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Harold Harman, Supervisor   Adam Klein, Chairman   

Jay Megonnell, Vice Chairman-Absent  Don Steinmeier, Secretary-Treasurer 

Gloria Zimmerman, Supervisor   

 

FIRE COMPANY MEMBERS- Tyler Kerstetter, Kyle Miller, Don Poole, Tim Shatto  

  

     PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

      Shirley McCahan, 7230 Jonestown Road- Mrs. McCahan addressed the Board regarding the 

problem she had in obtaining a key for Fairville Park from the Recreation Center. She said she 

made three trips on Friday in order to get the key. The buzzer to gain entrance to the locked 

building is located in Dixie’s office and Larue was in another part of the building and did not 

hear the buzzer. The key was not available because Dixie took the key home. Mr. Harman, 

Roadmaster, was contacted and a key was obtained for Fairville Park.  

 

Mrs. Zimmerman commented that there are communication/duty issues within the Historical 

Society and it was not Mrs. McCahan’s duty to obtain the key. Mrs. Zimmerman stated it may 

have been an oversight for Dixie to take the key home.  

 

Chairman Klein said the Board will see what they can do as the Recreation Center is a work in 

progress.  

 

OLD TOPICS: None 

 

NEW TOPICS 

 

Discussion – Alternate Financing- Heavy Rescue Replacement- Discussion began regarding the 

condition of the Heavy Rescue. Mr. Kerstetter commented that something could break at any 

time. Chief Shatto said the main concern is the structural integrity of the cab; however they will 

continue to operate it until it is in need of repair. Mrs. Zimmerman remarked that the condition 

of the Heavy Rescue is now a safety issue. Mr. Steinmeier asked what money is needed to 

initiate the order. Mr. Kerstetter provided a copy of the contract quote for the Board to review. 

There was discussion regarding the timeframe of ordering the Heavy Rescue which included:  

(1) Should we wait to see if the Township is awarded any funds from the Gaming Advisory 

Board (2) What discounts would be applied from the manufacturer if the vehicle is paid for 

based on different options (3) How long does it take to have the Heavy Rescue built (4) The 

time required to obtain the PEMA 2% Loan (5) Can the Fireman’s Relief Association 

contribution amount be increased (6) Use of Fire Tax Capital Reserve Funds and Township LST 
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Funds (7) What would be the amount received from the sale of the current Heavy Rescue that 

can be applied to the purchase of the new Rescue.  Ms. England said she contacted a few banks 

to discuss the options of a bank loan, she briefly reviewed the information she received. There 

would not be a need for a General Obligation Loan; the loan would be against Township credit 

and taxing power. There was general discussion regarding obtaining a loan. The Board 

discussed how to respond to the Gaming Advisory Board regarding the question of how the 

Township will pay for the Heavy Rescue if a grant is not awarded. The Board decided to have 

the Township look for alternative financing and request debt service for future grant 

applications. Ms. England will send a draft email to the Board prior to sending to the Gaming 

Advisory Board. Mr. Kerstetter will contact the Pierce sales representative to confirm the price 

of the original proposal is still valid. Ms. England will provide a more formalized timeline for 

financing of the project for the Fire Company to review.  

 

Discussion – Signage Ordinance- Mr. Rosario, Zoning Administrator, reviewed the sign 

definitions that he has had the most inquires and issues within the past year. He reviewed his 

suggestion for changes and additions to the current Ordinance. There was discussion regarding 

the definition of a temporary sign and that the permit is to be used for a period of no more than 

30 calendar days. Mr. Rosario reviewed the requirements to obtain a sign permit and what types 

of signs are exempt from a permit and fee. Billboards were discussed regarding approved 

location and size. Construction signs must be set back a minimum of 10 feet; Mr. Rosario 

suggests adding “from the right-of-way”.  There was brief discussion regarding electronic signs 

and the allowable size.   Mrs. Zimmerman asked for clarification of the “triangle banner signs”, 

she asked if each triangle was considered a sign and required a permit. Mr. Rosario clarified the 

entire banner was considered a temporary sign and only one permit is required. The fee schedule 

will not be changing for 2014. The Board had no additional comments or suggestions to Chapter 

195.  

 

Chairman Klein moved, seconded by Mr. Harman to forward Chapter 195, Zoning Article 23, 

Signs to the Planning Commission and the Dauphin County Planning Commission for 

review. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY BECOME BEFORE THE BOARD 

 

Ms. England provided an update regarding the demolition of the lower level. Water was 

discovered under the cement floor slab, as a result two sump pumps will need to be installed. 

There should be no change in cost of the project.  

 

Ms. England contacted Houck Roofing who will come out next week to evaluate the roof.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 7:50 pm  

 

 


