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WEST HANOVER TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
7171 ALLENTOWN BOULEVARD, HARRISBURG, PA  17112 

MONDAY, APRIL 13, 2009 
WORKSHOP SESSION 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

 
Mr. Hartman called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.   

 
ROLL CALL 

 
Larry Hartman, Chairman, Adam Klein, Vice Chairman - absent 
Linda Turns, Secretary/Treasurer Rick Mullen, Supervisor 
Deb Curcillo, Supervisor- absent    
 

OTHERS PRESENT 
 
Jon Yost, Solicitor    Tom Stewart 
Elizabeth England, Township Manager Al Brulo, Township Engineer 
Craig Engle     Julie Hoepfer 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 
 
OLD TOPICS:  None. 
 
NEW TOPICS 
 

Discussion – Street Light Tax.  Several residents were in attendance to participate in the discussion 
regarding the street light assessment.  Ms. England reminded the Board that at the March 9, 2009 
meeting they asked for further research on alternative assessment options.  Ms. England presented the 
street light assessment options, noting that someone who has 66 feet of frontage pays about $61.00 per 
year.  If a flat tax is adopted everyone would pay $61.63 annually.  Further analysis reveals that of the 
999 parcels in this zone (zone 1) 665 properties would see an increase in their tax because their front 
footage is less that 66 feet, the breakeven point between foot frontage and parcel calculations.  
Approximately 334 properties would see a decrease in their tax because their front footage is greater than 
66 feet.  It was noted that someone who lives in a townhouse now pays about $20 annually, this option 
would increase their tax to $61.63 annually. 
 
Mr. Hartman noted that he feels everyone in the community benefits from a street light so everyone in 
the community should pay the same fee.   
 
Mr. Yost suggested that corner lots be assessed on one side only, typically the longest side.  Then an 
increase would be made across the board to make up the difference and the increase to individual 
homeowners would not be as significant.  Mr. Stewart, speaking from the audience stated that didn’t 
seem fair to him either, as it would not lower his bill much at all unless the frontage on the shorter side 
was used. 
 
Ms. Turns noted she agreed with Mr. Yost’s suggestion of assessing only one side on corner lots.  It was 
agreed this issue would appear on the April 20, 2009 meeting agenda so the full board could decide on 
one of the following three options: 

• Continue billing as it currently exist – full frontage 
• Change billing to an average per parcel, so everyone pays the same no matter how much foot 

frontage they own. 
• Assessment of 1 side only (or an average of both sides) for those who own corner lots. 
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Discussion – 2009 Drainage project financing – Ms. England reported that at the regular meeting on 
January 20, 2009, HRG was authorized to prepare a grant application for the H20 program and a 
financing application to PennVEST for the 2009 Drainage project consisting of culvert replacements on 
Kiwanis Road, Manor Drive, Fairville Avenue and Sterling Road.  This project is estimated to cost 
$1,230,000 with the H20 grant application for $811,000 and the PennVEST financing for the full project 
amount.  The Township will hear about the grant money in May, however due to the number of grant 
applications (over 750) it does not look very promising that the Township will receive a grant.  On 
February 17, 2009 a pre-application conference call was held with PennVEST and the Township was 
assured that the project qualified for funding, however, the township was notified on March 12th by a 
reviewer that the project did not qualify for funding because work would be conducted in the stream 
channel.  Representatives from HRG are recommending the Pennsylvania Infrastructure Bank Loan 
(PIB) to finance this project, should no grant money come through.  This would be a fixed 1.625% 
interest rate with a 10 year term which would result in an annual payment of $133,347.36.  The township 
would realize a cost savings of $280,533 in interest cost with PIB loan versus the PennVEST funding.  
Mr. Brulo noted that HRG can utilize the information from our PennVEST application for the PIB loan 
application under the original scope of work at no additional cost to the Township.  It was also noted that 
the Township will know the outcome of the grant funding prior to accepting the PIB financing.   
 
Ms. Turns asked where the payment for this loan would come from.  Ms. England stated from the capital 
reserve account.  Ms. Turns suggested looking closely at the budget to be sure it is doable.  Ms. England 
added that 2010 is the last year for the re-payment of the Township’s current bond. 
 
The Board discussed the proposed timetable for the 2009 drainage project with the consensus being to 
move quickly.  Mr. Brulo noted they are in the process of getting the rest of the easements in place and 
DEP permits.  The deadlines noted on the handout are very realistic.  Mr. Brulo also asked for a 
commitment from the Board to award the bid.   
 
Motion:  Ms. Turns moved, seconded by Mr. Mullen to authorize HRG to prepare the applications, 
obtain easements and DEP permits and to move forward with the bidding process for the 2009 
drainage projects.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Discussion – Roads, Linda Turns – Ms. Turns reported she has been working with Mr. Harman on how 
to get the needed roadwork accomplished.  Mr. Harman has recommended the paving of four streets for 
this year but needs some additional time to prepare the specifications and cost details.  Ms. England 
noted Mr. Harman will have information ready for a future meeting to include, cost details and 
alternatives. 
 
Other Workshop Items/Information – Mr. Hartman brought up the issue of the utility pole on Devonshire 
Heights Road that still needs to be moved.  It is an unsafe situation and there is a concern that that the 
pole could actually fall onto the roadway.  The Board instructed Ms. England to write a letter to the 
Developer (Kevin Ricker) indicating it is his responsibility to have the pole relocated.  If he does not do 
so, there is money remaining in the posted improvement guarantee that could be used to have the pole 
relocated.  Mr. Brulo suggested giving the developer a 30 day deadline. 
 
Ms. England asked for approval to have Ms. Hoepfer attend a “Right to Know” seminar on April 14, 
2009 at HACC.  There is no cost for the seminar.  Mr. Mullen moved, seconded by Ms. Turns to 
approve the attendance of Ms. Hoepfer at the Right to Know seminar on April 14, 2009.  Motion 
passed unanimously.   
 

ADJOURNMENT:  6:50 PM 
 
An executive session followed this meeting. 


