
 

2-17-09 1 

WEST HANOVER TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
7171 ALLENTOWN BOULEVARD, HARRISBURG, PA  17112 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2009 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mr. Hartman called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mr. Hartman 
announced there had been an Executive Session at 6:30 PM prior to the meeting to discuss legal and 
personnel issues.  Mr. Hartman also informed the audience that the Fowler rezoning request may be 
withdrawn and that issue will not be discussed later in the evening. 

 
ROLL CALL 

Larry Hartman, Chairman,  Adam Klein, Vice Chairman 
Linda Turns, Secretary/Treasurer  Rick Mullen, Supervisor 
Deb Curcillo, Supervisor - absent 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Tom Stewart, 7795 Manada Creek Drive.  Mr. Stewart reported that he pays more in street light tax than 
he does in municipal tax.  He pays double what all his neighbors pay because he owns a corner lot and 
the tax is based on frontage.  Mr. Stewart further stated he has no problem paying his fair share.  Mr. 
Yost stated there are several ways to assess for street lights and offered to provide the Board with other 
alternatives.  Chairman Hartman suggested this item be discussed at the next workshop meeting. 
 
Chairman Hartman reported that he attended the last Zoning Hearing Board meeting regarding the appeal 
filed by Home Field Advantage.  The use is for all season indoor soccer fields and outdoor multi use 
fields.  Chairman Hartman stated he does not agree that this is a permitted use in the FRA/RR Zoning 
District and asked the other Board members to appeal Mr. Leonard’s decision allowing the use.  Ms. 
Turns moved, seconded by Mr. Klein, to file an appeal with the Zoning Hearing Board challenging 
the  Zoning Officer’s interpretation.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Don Niland, 6916 Devonshire Heights Road.  Mr. Niland expressed his concern that the use will be 
compared to a golf course, which is a permitted use in the FRA district.  Mr. Klein noted that the use 
proposed does not meet the definition of public recreation.  Chairman Hartman stated the issue will go to 
the Zoning Hearing Board in April. 
 
Larry Hancock, 928 Fairville Avenue – Mr. Hancock reported he is an abutting property owner and he 
and several of his neighbor’s were going to collect money to make an appeal.  Chairman Hartman stated 
there is no need for the residents to do so, as the Board is making the appeal. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING/MEETINGS - none 
 
PRESENTATIONS, STAFF/BOARD REPORTS 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Regular Meeting – February 2, 2009.  Ms. Turns moved, seconded by Mr. Mullen, to approve the 
minutes of the February 2, 2009 regular meeting.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Workshop Meeting – February 9, 2009.  Ms. Turns moved, seconded by Mr. Mullen, to approve the 
workshop minutes of February 9, 2009.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Ms. Turns reported the following fund balances: 
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General Fund Balance as of February 13, 2009 $538,156.31 
Total Liquid Fuels Balance as of February 13, 2009 $213,291.67 
Total Capital Reserve Fund Balance as of February 13, 2009 $5,780.02 

 
Ms. Turns  reported the following deposit activity: 

 
 Deposit activity since February 2, 2009  $35,100.33 

 
Ms. Turns reported the gross payroll of February 2, 2009, totaled $37,692.25.  Mr. Mullen moved, seconded 
by Mr. Klein, to approve the payroll of February 2, 2009 in the amount of $37,692.25.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  Ms. Turns reported vouchers prepaid to meet due dates totaled $519,270.43.  Ms. England 
reported the majority of these vouchers were for the Exit 77 Right-of-way acquisition.  Mr. Mullen moved, 
seconded by Mr. Klein to approve the vouchers prepaid to meet due dates in the amount of $519,270.43.  
Motion passed unanimously.  Ms. Turns reported a new total for the vouchers to be approved was 
$70,374.95  Mr. Mullen moved, seconded by Mr. Klein, to approve the vouchers in the amount of 
$70,374.95.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 
PLANNING COMMISSION REPORTS AND PLANS 
 
Ordinance 2009-02, Big Box Stores, Authorization to advertise, send to DCPC for review and set up the 
public hearing for April 6, 2009 – Chairman Hartman announced these next couple ordinance amendments 
were discussed at the last workshop meeting.  Mr. Klein moved, seconded by Ms. Turns to authorize the 
advertisement for Big Box Stores, send to Dauphin County Planning Commission for review and 
comment and set the public hearing for April 6, 2009.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Ordinance 2009-03, Electronic signs, Authorization to advertise, send to DCPC for review and set up public 
hearing for April 6, 2009. Ms. Turns moved, seconded by Mr. Mullen, to authorize the advertisement for 
Electronic signs, send to DCPC for review and comments and set the public hearing date for April 6, 
2009.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Ordinance 2009-04, Wind Energy Devices, authorization to advertise, send to DCPC for review and set 
public hearing for April 6, 2009.  Ms. Turns moved, seconded by Mr. Mullen to authorize the 
advertisement of Wind Energy Devices, send to DCPC for review and comments and set the public 
hearing date for April 6, 2009.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Ordinance 2008-07 Farm Animals, set up public hearing for April 6, 2009 (DCPC comments already 
received.  Ms. Turns moved, seconded by Mr. Mullen to set the public hearing for the Farm Animals 
amendment on April 6, 2009.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Zoning Amendment – Shopping Carts.  Mr. Leonard informed the Board that this amendment was 
recommended by the Planning Commission on January 22, 2009.  Language was taken from the model 
ordinances sent from the County.  Ms. Turns moved, seconded by Mr. Mullen to send the Shopping Cart 
amendment to DCPC for review and comment.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
SALDO Amendment – Site Design Standards.  Mr. Leonard asked for any questions regarding the proposed 
site design standards and noted the amendment was recommend by the Planning Commission.  Mr. Leonard 
asked that the amendment be sent on to the County for review if no revisions were needed.  Ms. Turns 
moved, seconded by Mr. Mullen to send the Site Design Standards to DCPC for review and comments.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Ordinance 2008-18 Work Release Centers.  Mr. Leonard stated this ordinance language was created to deal 
with detention centers, work release and halfway houses/treatment centers.  The hearing was held on 
February 2, 2009 and this matter is before the Board this evening for action. 
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Beth Carricato, 699 Knight Road – Ms. Carricato asked the Board to consider more specific 
definition for non-violent criminals.  Ms. Carricato further cautioned the Board regarding sexual 
predators and how they may be classified within the use.  Language regarding the distance between 
uses was suggested instead of the wording from “corner of the building”.  Ms. Carricato stated that 
work release centers typically house those individuals that are within 6 months of release, a halfway 
house is a totally separate use and the uses should not be lumped together.   

 
Paula Leicht, Attorney, Bradford Estates Homeowners Association – Ms. Leicht noted that the 
Bradford Estates Homeowners Association was working with the Township to establish a public 
park which will be located approximately 500’ from the proposed work release/halfway house.  It 
makes little sense to have any of these facilities near a public park used primarily by young children.  
Ms. Leicht noted that the County planning commission suggested the proposed uses be treated as 
conditional uses rather than permitted by right.  Ms. Leicht further stated she does not believe this 
ordinance needs to be adopted at all as the use would already be accommodated for at the location on 
Hershey Road. 

 
Kevin Gemmell, 202 Berkley Drive – Mr. Gemmell stated he has asked repeatedly for plans 
regarding the park process and has seen no updated park plans. 
 
Mr. Brulo, Township Engineer, noted that HRG has provided a concept plan and the Board has 
requested a scope of work and design to go to bid to construct a path from the Township property to 
connect to Bradford Estates.  This easement and agreement were created when the Bradford Estates 
plan was approved to allow the Township to construct the path.  This project is still in the design 
process. 
 
There was considerable discussion regarding why this use is being proposed for the CH zoning 
district, further comments on the municipal park proposal with Mr. Gemmell asking that wording be 
added to the ordinance that the facility has to be a certain distance from a recreation area, especially 
since there will be a ped path directly into the Bradford Estates community. 
 
Ms. Leicht added this is a text book case of when a conditional use should be required, so each case 
can be handled individually and additional restrictions added.  It gives an extra level of oversight by 
the Board. 
 
Mr. Gemmell asked why this use has to be in West Hanover Township.  Mr. Yost stated Township’s 
have to provide for all reasonable uses within a township.  The Board understands the residents 
position. 

 
Dan Rossi, 228 Sarhelm Road – Mr. Rossi wanted to clarity why the appeal was never made by the 
Board from the previous proposed location on Rt. 39.  Chairman Hartman stated the Board had no 
knowledge that the appeal time had run out.  Ms. Carricato, making a point of order from the 
audience, disputed the fact that the Board was unaware of the situation citing a memo dated 
November 2007 from the Zoning Officer, informing them of the issue.  Mr. Rossi stated he was 
informed by Piccola’s and Marsico’s office and the Dauphin County Commissioners that they do not 
support, and say they have no use for the facility.  Since there is so much opposition why is there a 
need to rush the decision?  Mr. Rossi also expressed his concern that there is no local police force, 
bus routes or public transportation.  Mr. Rossi cited safety and property values as a huge concern. 

 
Peggy Heffleger, 7745 Avondale Terrace- Ms. Heffleger stated she has lived in the township for 45 
years and the truck stops have always been a problem.  Because of them one of her neighbors was 
murdered.  Who knows if someone might escape from this facility and murder another neighbor. 

 
Mary Ann Yahn, 325 Piketown Road – Ms. Yahn expressed her support for Mr. Leonard, Zoning 
Officer, as she felt he was getting a raw deal for his decision.  A memo from him was sent to the 
Board informing them of the proposed facility on Rt. 39 and they failed to act in a timely manner.  
Ms. Yahn also alluded that a member of the Board suggested to Mr. Davis that the property next to 



 

2-17-09 4 

the Township building would be a good location for a work release facility.   
 

Paula Leicht – Ms. Leicht wondered why the applicant has not pursued the facility at the location on 
Rt. 39 and suggested the Board encourage him to do so. 

 
Vincent Kane, 105 Bradford Boulevard – Mr. Kane asked why the Board seemed to be protecting the 
residents in the Manada Hill area who failed to take the appropriate action in stead of supporting 
those who are taking action.  Mr. Kane asked Board members to consider this when voting. 

 
Mr. Klein moved, seconded by Ms. Turns, to approve Ordinance 2008-18 Work Release Centers.  The 
motion passed 3-1 with Mr. Mullen voting nay. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

Consent Items.  Ms. Turns moved, seconded by Mr. Mullen, to approve the PSATS Open Records 
Course for Bob Leonard and Julie Hoepfer on February 26, 2009  at a cost of $20.00 each.  Motion 
passed unanimously.  Ms. Turns moved, seconded by Mr. Mullen to approve the PRPS Annual State 
Conference for Dixie Fesig on Monday March 9 and Tuesday March 10 at a cost of $280.00 Motion 
passed unanimously.  Mr. Klein moved, seconded by Ms. Turns to deny the PRPS Conference for LaRue 
Lightner.  Motion passed 3-1 with Mr. Mullen voting nay.  Ms. Turns moved, seconded by Mr. Mullen to 
approve the Residential Deck Design and Construction at PCCA, for Harold Arndt on May 19 at a cost of 
$125.00.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Ordinance 2009-01 No Parking Areas, Authorize Advertisement.  Ms. England reported that Mr. Harman and 
Mr. McCahan have both gone over and approved the areas to be posted “no parking.”  Ms. Turns moved, 
seconded by Mr. Mullen to approve the advertisement of Ordinance 2009-01.  Motion passed unanimously.  

 
Motion – LED Signal Upgrade – Ms. Turns moved, seconded by Mr. Mullen to postpone the project at 
Piketown Road and Route 39 and to reallocate those monies in the Capital Reserve Fund to allow for the 
LED Signal upgrade at Jonestown Road and Route 22.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Motion – Lenker Park Roller Hockey Change Order – Ms. Turns stated she does not like change orders and 
wondered why this one was before the Board.  Mr. Brulo noted that the paint and seal coat was not in the 
original bid in order to keep the cost down.  The paint and seal will extend the life of the court and provide a 
much smoother surface.  Mr. Hartman moved, seconded by Mr. Mullen to approve the change order for 
the paint and seal of the Lenker Park rollerblade hockey court in the amount of $12,500.00.  Motion 
passed 3-1 with Ms. Turns voting nay. 
 
Set Public Hearing Date for Liquor License Transfer – Ms. England explained that the township has received 
an application for a liquor license to serve and sell beer in the American Pie pizza shop on Allentown 
Boulevard.  Barbara Collins from American Pie stated they would sell six packs only and noted that the 
license is from the old Spotts Restaurant in Harrisburg.  Ms. Turns moved, seconded by Mr. Mullen to set 
the hearing day for the liquor license transfer on Monday, April 6, 2009.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Motion – Accept Easement Agreement along Piketown Road – Ms. Turns moved, seconded by Mr. Mullen 
to authorize acceptance and execution of an easement between the Township and Richard and Cathy 
Yingst on tax parcel #35-019-117 along Piketown Road.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Resolution 2009-35, Accept dedication of Right-of-way dedication along Piketown Road.  Ms. Turns moved, 
seconded by Mr. Mullen to approve Resolution 2009-35 accepting the dedication of right-of-way along the 
property of James & Elaine Goodale, 411 Piketown Road and Roxann Arbegast-Boes, 7004 Sandy Hollow 
Road as public right-of-way.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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Resolution 2009-36 Compensation for Water and Sewer Authority members.  Ms. Turns moved, seconded 
by Mr. Mullen to approve Resolution 2009-36 providing compensation to Water and Sewer Authority 
members at $25.00 per meeting attended.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  

 
Ms. England called the Board member’s attention to the letters received from Senator Jeffrey Piccola and 
Representative Ronald Marsico, supporting the H2O grant applications.  Grant applications were submitted 
on February 13, 2009 and the application for funding was submitted to PENNVEST on February 17, 2009. 

 
Ms. Turns announced the two grant received from the Casino money; one for the purchase of a new fire truck 
in the amount of $400,500 and one for the first phase of the new fire house in the amount of $329,000. 

 
Ms. Fesig, Park and Recreation Coordinator, asked the Board why they denied the attendance of Larue 
Lightner for the PRPS conference.  Ms. Fesig stated there were about 60 different seminars to choose from 
and between the two of them they picked 14 of interest.  With two in attendance they could accumulate more 
materials.  Ms. Turns and Mr. Hartman both stated them did not see any reason to pay for a part time person 
to attend.  Mr. Hartman asked if any member of the Board wanted to change their motion.  Hearing none – 
the vote remained as passed. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD: None. 

 
SUPERVISORS COMMENTS:  None. 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  8:50 PM 


